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2 CHRONICLES xx. 30. 


So the realm gf Fehoſaphat was quiet; for bis 
| God gave him reſt round about.” | 


| In periods of remarkable peace and 
proſperity we ought to cultivate affectionate grati- 
tude to the God of peace, and Father of mercies. 
When public tranquillity and happineſs obtain 
in a high degree, it becomes us to recogniſe with 
reverence and approach with homage the great 
Ruler of nations. To him, who is the fountain of 
intelligence and happineſs, and the ſource of or- 
der and harmony, ſhould. our hearts afpire, and 
our praiſes aſcend. We,who are now aſſembled 
in this ſanctuary, have an happy opportunity to 
call forth the feelings of gratitude, and to offer un- 
fo God thankſgiving and praiſe. When rulers 
and ſubjects, when miniſters and people are in- 
vited to recount national bleſſings, and to con- 
template the happy condition of our country, the 
ſcene opening upon the mind is adapted to excite 
religious joy, and to inſpire holy GI 
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Our beloved n being an e 
ſpectator of diſtant ſcenes, beholds the ball of em- 
pire rolling from place to place. He ſees the vaſt 
commotions in the political world; ſome nations 
{truggling for the ſweets of liberty, and others 
panting for dominion. He views at a diſtance 
one part of mankind engaged in the cauſe of 
freedom, and eyes them with deep concern on 


their way tp republicati empire; And he looks 


with a reproving countenance upon another part, 
who are elated with national pride, who are 
graſping—at-the-ſceptre of arbitrary power, and 
are fighting the battles of vain ambition. With 
theſe various ſpectacles before him he feels anx- 
ious for his native land. Ie is unwilling to trifle 
with the bleſſings of national —— which were 
obtained at the expenſe of h blood and 
treaſure. Inſtead of liſtening as ſome do to hear 
the harſh trump of war, he wiſhes to entertain the 
people with the loft clarion of peace while he can 
give it breath. Having gone through the haz- 
ards and hardſhips of a bloody conteſt, he well 
knows the price of our libertics, and wiſhes to 
preſerve them. And having obtained help from 
the Great Sovereign of the world, he is deſirous of 
giving Him the glory due to his name. 
Deeply penetrated with a ſenfe of divine pro- 
tection and favor, he ſolicits the American people 
to unite in rendering to God a voluntary tribute 
of gratitude and praiſe, Conſidering the diverſi- 
ty of political opinions, the jarring intereſts: of 
ſtateſmen, and the conflict of nations, the bleſſ- 
which now bright- 


en the complexion of our national affairs, natur- 
ally riſe in our eſtimation. In poſſeſſion of theſe, 


our r ſituation 1 is evidently marked with indications 
ol 
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of divine benignity, and calls for ſongs of joy and 
oblations of praiſe. 

n compliance then with the official require- 
ene of our beloved and patriotic Waſhington, and 
in conformity to the feelings of every grateful 
heart, let us now recount ſome of the ſignal fa- 
vors beſtowed upon our happy nation. And! 
think that @ lively ſenſe of human dependence, 
and contemplation on our national advantages 
and proſperity naturally lead to thoſe very exer- 
eiſes, in which this day calls us to engage. The 
idea, that all religious ſocieties and denominations 
of chriſtians throughout the union meet together 
for the ſame purpoſes, has a tendency to enliven 
the devotion, and animate the praiſes of every re- 
ligious aſſembly. The recollection that millions 
this day conſpire in offering thankſgiving to God 
mult, I think; invigorate the mind, and affect the 
heart of each individual. - Conſidering the ſocial 
enſoyments, religious privileges and national dig- 
nity of the American ꝓople, inſenfible indeed, 
muſt be that mind, which remains unmoved on 
this intereſting occaſion, and flinty muſt be that 
* — which does not feel ſome tender emotions. 

The Lord of heaven and earth, who judgeth a- 
üg the gods; hath favored us with manifold 
and 1 inal merties which diſtinguiſh our lot as a 
nation.“ We have peace in our borders. Our 
empire is in a good degree quiet. God hath been 
pleaſed to give us reſt round about. 

The ſtate of Judah, at the period to which our 
text refers, was ſimilar in ſome reſpects to the 
preſent ſituation of united America. Under the 
reign of Jehoſaphat, the liberties of Judah were 
in eminent danger. The children of Ammon 
and the children of Moab, together with the in- 

habitants 
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8 
babitants of Mount Seir, invaded the land of Ju- 
dah, and reſolved to reduce it to tame. ſubjection. 
Sacred hiſtory informs us, that theſe na tions in- 
tended to give laws. to Jehoſaphat and ſubjugate 
his people. In like manner, Great- Britain a few 
years ſince invaded our rights, and attempted by 
her arbitrary and hoſtile meaſures to impoſe upon 
us the galling yoke of ſervitude. . She let looſe 
her voracious and blood thirſty lions upon the de- 
fenceleſs inhabitants of our country. as 

When the king of Judah diſcovered the im- 
pending dangers, which —— his empire, 
he earneſtly beſought the Lord te eſpouſe his 
cauſe and to direct his counſels. He proclaimed 
a faſt. And all Judah ſdobd before the Lord with 
their little anes, ibeir wives and their children. In 
like manner, when Britiſh inſolence and valor 
were directed at the vitals of our country, we 
unitedly befought the Lord. Puy faſting and 
prayer we intreated the God of armies to give us 
wiſdom — —„— aſſert, and 
prudence to preſerve our rights- Ihe prayers 
and ſupplications of Jchoſaphat and his people 
were -gracioufly; heard. They. were made to 
triumph over their enemies, and were laden with 
the richeſt ſpoils. And on the fourth day they 
aſſembled in the valley of bleſſing, and gave unit- 
ed thanks to the God of Judah, who made them 
rejoice over their enemies. They repaired to the 
houſe of the Lord with pſalteries, and harps, and 


trumpets, and worſhipped the Preſerver and Guar- 


dian of Ifrael. So the realm of Jehaſaphat was quiet: 
for his God gave him ref round about. In a remark- 
able manner alſo did the great Ruler of nations ap- 
pear in our behalf when our enemiesroſe up againſt 
as. With a propitious eye did he look down upon 
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ounggjured country. Some of us can remember, 
and ſome of us did witneſs ſignal victories which 
He obtained for us. Under his patronage and 
by his aſſiſtance we made our way to liberty and 
independence. And to Him are we indebted for 
all our paſt ſucceſſes, and national proſperity. 
Sing O Heavens | For the Lord hath done it ; 
rejoice O America ! For the Lord hath done for 
thee great and wonderful things ! 

At a period like the preſent, rendered illuſtri- 
ous by the triumphs of freedom, it is highly proper 
for the United States, as on this day, to devote 
themſelves to religious joy, grateful ſolemnities 
and public thankſgivings. The annals of the 
world cannot exhibit many pages more intereſting, 
than that, which traces the cauſes, marks the 
criſis, and enumerates the ſubſequent advantages 
of the American revolution. Since the bright orb 
of day began its courſe, there have not happened 
many events more replete with importance, than 
thoſe, which ought this day to riſe to our grateful 
remembrance. Several years, it is true, have 
elapſed fince our independence was declared, and 
ſince our federal government has been eſtabliſhed 
upon laſting foundations. But the privileges and 
bleſſings hereby chartered to us, do not paſs away 
with the lapſe of time. Inſtead of diminiſhing, 
they are increaſed by being preſerved. This we 
cannot doubt, if we conſider thoſe circumſtances 
which once caſt a threatening aſpect upon our 
national affairs. At the cloſe of the war, our 
country labored under many embarraſlments. 
Our national government was in a feeble and un- 
ſettled ſtate. Bold attempts were made upon our 
domeſtic and federal harmony. Under the cum- 


brous load of our national debt and ſomewhat 
B | jealous 
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jealous of each other, the United States appear- 
ed to be in a retiring poſture. The political wiſ- 
dom of each ſtate was directed to objects within 
its own limits. Federal ideas, not being natur- 
aliſed to Americans, were not for a while zeal- 
ouſly cheriſhed, and of courſe did not faſt ripen 
to maturity. And our national character in its 
riſing progreſs, met with many obſtructions. Lo- 
cal prejudices almoſt deſtroyed the remaining 

ower of federal attraction. Though a national 
body was in exiſtence, it was extremely feeble, 
and its movements were ſlow and ineffectual. Its 
ſtrength was weakneſs; its authority was merely 
nominal, and its deciſions often proved abortive. 
At length for want of ſtrength, and for want of 
ſupplies, it fell into a fatal decline and gave up 
the ghoft of empire. Things being in this un- 
promiſing ſtate, our moſt firm and enlightened 
patriots felt anxious for their country. They 
dreaded the power and influence of foes without 
and foes within. They ſenſibly felt the force of 
the tried maxim, United we ſtand, divided we 
fall.” But after frequent attempts and a ſeries 
of well directed endeavors, a proſpect of national 
union again opened. The collected wiſdom of A- 
merica conceived another conſtitution of govern- 
ment which was propoſed to the ſeveral ſtates. 
This mighty temple, erected for the reſidence of 
peace and from which ſhe was to hand heavenly 
bleſſings to the people, could not ſtand without 
Pillars to ſupport it. Of theſe, nine were the 
' leaſt poſſible number, which could firmly ſuſtain 
it. And it was agreed that each of theſe ſup— 
porting pillars ſhould be reared by a particular 
ſet of laborers. The ſeveral companies to which 


this work was aſligned had formed themſelves for 
| other 
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other purpoſes. Some ſuppoſed that ſuch an un- 
dertaking would be injurious to the reſpective 
companies and totally ſubvert their own plains of 
operation ; but others more wiſely thought that 
ſuch a work would concentrate the intereſts of 
the whole, and be of real advantage to each par- 
ticular company. The work, however, was foon 
begun. Some of the pillars were ſoon raiſed to 
their proper places; but others, through the in- 
dolence and party contentions of the workmen, 
were a long time upon the poiſe of uncertainty. 
Some of the men were ſo unfortunate as to loſe 
their foot hold; others, being more accuſtomed 
to a lubber lift, applied their ſtrength the wrong 
way, and a few were not inclined to do any 
thing. So that ſpectators, who had no right to 
aſliſt, felt doubtful of the conſequences. And 
there was one circumſtance which raiſed the anx- 
iety and alarmed the fears of many, who had 
manfully performed their own part. They were 
apprehenſive that, if any ſet of laborers failed of 
raiſing the pillar allotted to them, or it they 
ſhould let it fall when partly reared, there would 
be danger of having the others come tumbling a. 
ter. But much to. the joy and to the honor of 
the principal managers, the neceflary number was 
at length ſupplied. And had the other compa- 
niesbeen ſuthciently acquainted with theprinciples 
of ſuch architecture, they as well as the reſt would 
have accompliſhed the part aſſigned them. When 
this magnificent temple was completed and 
furniſhed with proper lights and ornaments, ce- 
leſtial peace took up her reſidence in it, and un- 
der the patronage of Heaven has ever ſince been 


ſhedding her ſmiles and bleflings over the land. 
Our 
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Our national government has already produc- 
ed ſo many happy effects, and has ſo dignified 
and texalted our national character, that it has 
juſtly excited the admiration of the world. Amer- 
ican citizenſhip has been ſaid to be the higheſt: civil 
dignity of man. We are ſenſible that the wiſeſt 
civil and political inſtitutions, as well as every 
thing elſe formed by man, may carry with them 
marks of imperfection. The moſt excellent ſyſ- 
tem of national government, and moſt prudent 
and learned adminiſtrations may be in ſome points 
deficient. The wiſdom of the wiſeſt is limited; 
the power of the ſtrongeſt is uncertain in its op- 
erations; the conduct of the moſt upright and 
judicious is liable to error. The beſt formed ſo- 
cieties need the inſpection and influence of the 
reat Governor of the world. To conduct with 
ſucceſs the laboring plan of ſtate, there muſt be 
afforded from on high a diſcerning ſpirit and a 
directing power. Without theſe, the bands of 
ſociety would ſoon burſt aſunder. But we may 
venture to aſſert, that there is no ſyſtem of na- 
tional government which ſo nearly coincides with 
the greateſt civil liberty, as that of the United 
States. We cannot name any other conſtitution 
which is ſo extenſive in its operation, and which 
is at the ſame time ſuch a full charter of nation- 
| al ſecurity and freedom. All parts of it conſpire 
| to the great purpoſes of its eſtabliſhment, the wel- 
fare and happineſs of United America. It encour- 
ages the induſtrious citizen to continue his hon- 
eſt purſuits. It patroniſes genius and vindicates | 
the cauſe of virtue. It poſſeſſes a vital energy, | 
| and invites the ableſt men to afliſt in its adminiſ- 
| tration. In ſuch a conſtitution and in the privi- 


leges attending it, we are this day permitted to re- 
joice. 
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joice. For ſuch a government and for all the 
bleſſings which flow from it, we are ultimately in- 
debted to the ſupreme Arbiter of the world. The 
fame glorious being who gave reſt and ſecurit 
to the pious king of Judah, and to all under his 
dominion, hath done excellent things for us 
whereof we are glad. 
When we view the calamities of other na- 
tions, our condition certainly affords matter of 
conſolation and joy. By caſting an eye acroſs 
the Atlantic, we behold the extended arm of vio- 
lence and the mighty conflict of nations. While 
under the protection of an happy government 
and with the ſplendid torch of freedom in our 
hands, we can read and lament, that many of our 
fellow creatures ſtill wear the chains of ſervitude, 
and that others are obliged to take their courſe to 
liberty through warm contentions and ſeas of 
blood. Though ſome earthly thrones have fallen 
ro ruins and kings have been flaughtered b 
their,own ſubjects, we have enjoyed and ſtill poſ- 
ſeſs many of the ſweets of national peace and 
tranquility. And while other kingdoms carry 
ſtrong ſymptoms of decay, and ſeem to be totter- 
ing to their fall, we are favored with © con/titutions 
of government which happily unite, and by their union 
e/tabliſh liberty with order.“ 

Among the cauſes of our preſent ſtate of 2 
and proſperity, we ought to name congreſſional 
influence and meaſures. We cannot ſuppoſe that 
the members of congreſs are wholly exempt from 
partial views and local prejudices. This would 
be too much to expect even in the halcyon days 
of the millenium. But it is evident that our feder- 
al government has been inſtrumental in uniting 


the intereſts of ſeparate States, and in making 
them 
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them move on together in the common concerns 
of the whole. And had it not been for the diſ- 
cerning wiſdom and pacific meaſures of Con- 
greſs, Mars with his bloody train would before 
now have overſpread this tranquil land with the 
calamities and horrors of war. Sincethe commence- 
ment of hoſtilities in Europe and depredations 
of American property, many influential men have 
without prudence or policy urged the neceſſity 


of making repriſals, and of denouncing vengeance 


from the cannon's mouth. But through the 
enlightened policy of congreſs, and eſpecially 


through the well directed exertions of the Prefi- 


dent, peace has been preſerved. Reſcued from 
alarming dangers we may exult with thankful- 
neſs in the bleſſings of public tranquillity. “ The 
ſhare is broken and we are eſcaped.” His excel- 
lency, in his ſpeech at the beginning of the preſ- 
ent ſeſſion of the general court, may have refer- 
ence to the wiſe and prudent meaſures of the Pre- 
ident, and to the favorable deciſions of congreſs. 
For he is © led to hope that under the continued 
ſmiles of Heaven, our peace and tranquillity will 
be firmly eſtabliſhed.” Taking into view all the 
repeated injuries done us and all exiſting cir- 
cumſtances, he ſeems to conſider national peace 
as highly important to our riſing republic. And 
the two branches of the /zgi//ature in their reſpec- 
tive anſwers to his excellency's ſpeech, appear to 
have an eye at the proceedings of our federal 
government. They conſider our exemption from 
a foreign war, © while Europe is bathed in 
blood,” as a token of divine protection and fa- 
vor. In the ſeaſon of peace we have a fair op- 
portunity to adjuſt the energies of law, to balance 


and ſettle the ſcale of authorities and to direct our 
public 
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public movements to the common intereſt of the 
American people. So that we have reaſon to re- 
joice with gratitude that the United States have 
regarded, on their part, the obligations of ex- 
iſting treaties, and adhered to the principles of 
neutrality. In this way we have preſerved our 
national honor and dignity, and realized many 
important benefits. 

Jo ſome of my hearers, a brief illuſtration of 
the idea of neutrality may be of uſe. When two 
parties are oppoſed to each other, a wiſe man, if 
circumſtances admit, will ſhew, reſpecting the mat- 
ter in diſpute,a practical indifference. Inſtead of 
taking a fide and becoming a partiſan, he will en- 
deavor to ſhew himſelf friendly to both parties. 
Inſtead of increaſing the quarrel between ghem, he 
will endeavor, in ſuitable ways to put an end to 
it. By this method he acts an honeſt and up- 
right part, and can enjoy the privileges of a neigh- 
bor and a friend to each. Things may be ſo ar- 
ranged, that to ſay and do nothing reſpecting the 
bone of contention, would diſcover his integrity, 
wiſdom and policy. The ſame principles apply 
to national concerns. When two nations are ut 
war, any ſeparate government, eſpecially when 
intereſt and exiſting treaties conipire, may and 
ought to proceed upon the hne of ncutrality. A 
deviation from ſuch a line would be likely to 
raiſe the indignation of the contending parties. 
But while the third nation dechnes hoſtile mea- 
ſures, it may ſhare the confidence of both, and 
may do many things which have a tendency to 
bring them to terins of peace. And apart from 
the ideas of national juſtice and equity, the bene- 
fits of ſuch a mild behavior may be greater than 
any attainable with the ſword. Illis was a little 
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the caſ with the kin gdom of fudah, Without - 


lofing a man or ſriking a blow, Jehoſaphat ob- 


tained the object of his wiſhes. © He? food flill 


and faw the ſalvation of the Lord.” Vis enemies 
engaging in their wicked enterprize with raſh and 
precipitate zeal, as mankind too often - do, vio- 
lently attacked, and miſerably deſtroyed each 
other, And the peaceable Jehoſaphat witneſſed 
the havoc which was made, traverſed the field of 


blood and returned with the richeſt ſpoils. And 


the realm of Feh»ſaphat was quiet; for his God 


ave hint re/t round about. Similar conſequences 
we truſt will not reſult from the prefent madneſs 
of the hoſtile nations ; but we devoutly wiſh 
that knowledge and liberty, religion and happi- 
neſs may pervade the European world. Yet by 


declining a foreign war we have already experi- 


enced many advantages. We learn from good 
authority, that proud and imperious Britain is 
obliged to be juſt to injured America; that our 
commerce will ſoon be upon a more advantage- 
ous footing ; that tribes of Indians, once hoſtile, 
are now diſpoſed to be at peace. Almoſt every 
thing which could be obtained by a war, we now 
have a proſpect of ſecuring without it. Theſe 


pleaſing circumſtances have ariſen from the pacit- 


ie meaſures of the executive of the United States. 
The Great Ruler of nations hath directed our 
councils to. the adoption of theſe meaſures and 
continued peace in our borders. We ought then 
to come before him with thankful hearts and ſing 
in his preſence ſongs of praiſe. 

The proclamation requires us to notice with 
affetionate gratitude the ſeaſonable control given 


to a ſpirit of diſorder, which lately raged in a re- 


mote part of the union. For a part of our coun- 
trymen 


of 


trymen to take up arms againſt the conſtitutional 
laws of the whole is matter of ſerious regret, and 
has a very pernicious tendency. The farther we 
trace the cauſes of ſuch an outrageous ſpirit, and 
the more we inquire into the characters of the 
principal fomentors of it, the more raſh and crim- 
inal will their conduct appear. An envious dif. 
poſition, immoderate jealouſy, and a groſs per- 
verſion of liberty, lead on to diſorder, faction and 
anarchy. Theſe, when combined, are ſufficient, 
without accomplices from the infernal regions, to 
ſpread havoc and deſolation over the earth, and 
theſe we may place among the principal cauſes of 
the late inſurrection. There are perhaps ſome 
men, who are unfriendly to our national govern- 
ment, becauſe they have no ſhare in its adniiniſ- 
tration. There may be others, who oppoſe its 
ſalutary laws, becauſe theſe laws happen to be un- 
favorable to their particular intereſts, And there 
are many, who for want of information and for 
want of virtue are eaſily perſuaded to take any fide 
of a queſtion, Through the influence of a de- 
ſigning few, they may be prevailed on to oppoſe the 
moſt 3 meaſures, to defame public charac- 
ters and to ſcatter falſehood and ſlander. And 
numbers, who are real friends to their country, 
have been in many inſtances groſsly deceived. 
Attentive to the common affairs of life, and pur- 
ſuing with honeſty their reſpective occupations, 
they are not ſuſpicious of other men. Jo ſuch 
honeſt and well meaning perſons the artful and 
deſigning may appear fair and upright, while their 
real courſe is, like the folds of the ſerpent, wind- 
ing and crooked. "Theſe remarks, my brethren, 
teach us the leſſon of caution. They ſhew us the 


importance of repairing to all proper ſources of 
Fd: information, 
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information, with regard to characters and meal- 
ures. Conſidering the diſadvantages of many hon- 
eſt citizens, and the combined influence of a few po- 
litical impgſtors, we cannot expect that the commu- 
nity will be kept in perfect harmony. Such com- 
binations of men in a republican government, and 
in a ſeaſon of peace, are I conceive very pernici- 
ous. By ſetting themſelves up as a check upon 
government, they diſturb and agitate the public 
mind. They breathe the very ſpirit, which they 


pretend to oppoſe. And they raiſe themſelves 


above others to prove that all are upon the floor 
of equality. We wiſh that ſuch men would diſ- 
lay in practice what they affect to purſue, repub- 
ee ; and” that they would evince the 
genuineneſs of their political faith by doing the 
proper works of citizens. E as eg 
When we conſider the threatening aſpeft, which 
our public affairs have at times aſſumed, we may 
felicitate ourſelves on our preſent proſperous con- 
dition. The ſpirit of inſurgency, which has ſev- 
eral times broken out and violently raged, is now 
evaporated. As formerly in Judah, thitigs in 
general go. well in America. Thoſe very, at- 
tempts, which were made to trample on the conſti- 
tutional laws of our country and to deſtroy the 
executive forces of government, have in reality 
ſtrengthened the bands of our union. Inſtead of 
weakening the nerves of delegated, power they 
have given them additional vigor and energy. 
And we may confidently predict, that any unlaw- 
ful and wanton attempts againſt our general or 
local conſtitutions would in like manner be defeat- 
ed. But we hope and truſt in the God of order 
that no ſuch violent outrages will again be medi- 


tated. 
The 


19 


— — — 


The proclamation now calls our attention to 
* the proſperous ſtate of our affairs public and pri- 
vate. Our lot as a nation compared with for- 
eign kindoms forms a ſtriking contraſt. While 
the nations of Europe are draining each other's 
treaſures, waſting each other's ſtrength and de- 
ſtroying each other's lives, the people of this land 
increaſe in wealth, numbers and reſpectability. 
And while thoſe nations are forming inſtruments 
of death and are obliged to cultivate the arts of 
war, the American people pay an increaſing re- 
gard to literary inſtitutions, and aid the progreſs 
of thoſe arts and ſciences, which are highly uſeful 
in civilized life. Under the ſmiles of Heaven, 
wiſdom and knowledge are becoming more and 
more the ſtability of our times. For theſe import- 
ant advantages, we ought to render our ſincere 
and united thanks to the Father of lights. Our 
public and perſonal virtues ſhould be a perpetual 
teſtimony of our gratitude for public and perſonal 
bleſſings. As the flame of liberty ſhines clearer 
and brighter in America than in any other quar- 
ter of the globe, more is required of us as citi- 
zens. And as we are favored with the chriſtian 
ſyſtem we are under additional obligations to re- 
gard the laws of truth, righteouſneſs and virtue, 
and ought to yield a willing obedience to that 
omnipotent Governor, whoſe aim is the ſafety, 
welfare and happineſs of Eis ſubjects. To be in 
favor with ſuch a Ruler is the happicſt ſtate in 
which an intelligent creature can be placed. In 
ſuch a caſe the province of the mind muſt be 
quiet. A perſon arrived to ſuch an attainment 
has reſt and peace round about him. 

To perpetuate the bleſſings of peace and ſccure 
the ſmiles of heaven we mult, as a people, regard 
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the laws of nations, be careful of our civil rights 
and culticate our religious privileges. Thoſe, who 
leap the barriers of national compact, cannôt be 
true patriots. Thoſe, who without cauſe ſpeak 
evil of dignities and oppoſe good and wholeſome 
laws, cannot be good citizens. Thoſe, who prac- 
tically deny their Lord and Maſter by neglectin 

the virtues of the chriſtian life, cannot be his ed 
diſciples. Without a ſteady regard to the con- 
ſtitutional laws and to the adminiſtration we can- 
not expect the con inuance of freedom and peace. 
Without fixed attention and intentional obedience 
to the doctrines and maxims of the gofpel we 
have no reaſon to expect the rewards of faith. It 
the ſubjects of any government be inattentive to 
their political rights and neglet their duty as 
citizens, improper and unqualified rulers may be 
introduced and ſome deſtructive contagion ſeize 
the conſtitution itſelf. It is the peculiar right of 
the people, where the ſovereignty lies, to form 
their conſtitution of government and to chuſe 
men to effectuate and enforce its laws. But if 
this right be abuſed and perverted, they loſe their 
main pillar of ſupport. To preſerve the bleſſings 
of peace and to render them permanent, there 
mult be not only good laws and good rulers, but 
good ſubjects. People at large mult be careful 


of their rights, if they mean to preſerve them. In 


the lap of ſecurity they eaſily fall aſleep. Much 
depends upon their prudence and caution at free 
and popular elections. Many honeſt and good cit- 
izens can not eaſily diſcern the evils, which may 
attend ſuch elections. A few votes, inconſiderate- 
ly thrown into the box , may occafion many and 
laſting evils. Every man, allowed to give his 


ſuffrage, ought to bear in mind that when the 
unſkilful, 
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unſkilful, intriguing and wicked bear rule, the 
liberties of the ſubject are at hazard, and the peo- 
ple have reaſon to mourn; and that when the 
judicious, learned and righteous are in authority, 
theſe liberties are ſecure and the people may re- 
joice. When we undertake the buſineſs of elec- 
tioneering, we ought to conſider fir/t, what office 
is to be filled; /econdly, the literary and other 
qualifications neceflary to fill it with dignity and 
uſefulneſs ; and 7hird/y, the real characters of 
candidates. | 

In the higher departments of government high- 
er qualifications are requiſite, We are not only 
to inquire what a man has been, but what he 
really is. If he do not poſleſs qualifications which 
enable him to anſwer the reaſonable expectations 
of the people, he ought not to hold the office. 
There are many true patriots and tried friends to 
their country, who are now unſuitable to fill 
places of important truſt. In connexion with 
literary qualifications we ſhould conſider the real 
characters of the candidates for any office. This 
becomes more important in the higher ranks of 
civil authority. To find out a man's real char- 
acter we muſt not place too much dependence on 
newſpaper ſcribblers, nor on vulgar reports. For- 
getting the things that are behind, we may ex- 
pect of a Centinel, that he will always be on his 
guard and keep a good look out, but he may 
ſometimes neglect his duty. And an impartial 
Chronicle we- conſider as a true record of real 
facts; but it may be ſometimes the vehicle of 
falſehood and perſonal abuſe. The Federal Or- 
rery has not yet completed a revolution, but we 
hope, and truſt its movements will be regular ; 


that it will be ſubject to no unneceſſary excentric- 
ities, 
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ities, and that it will eſcape the diſturbing influ. 
ence of comets, which for a while aſtoniſh and 
then difappear. In Enſequence of examining 
ſome particular newſpaper, as the meſſenger of 
truth to the public, many of our worthy tellow- 


citizens have been led into error. There have 


been things ſaid concerning characters in this 
commonwealth and ſome members of congreſs, 
which had nothing to recommend them but the 
ingenuity of the inventor. And had not inge- 
nuity at length failed, more ſevere invectives 
might have been expected. In ſeveral inſtances 
a . ſtatement of real facts would lead us to ap- 
prove and admire meaſures, which, by being miſ- 
repreſented, have been cenſured and rejected. 
And men belonging to our national government, 
who have dignified their office and done honor to 
their country, have been wantonly condemned 
and ſtigmatized by perſons no better than they 
ſhould be. 

Theſe remarks are made not to abridge the 
rights of my fellow-citizens, but to make them 
more cautious in guarding and ſecuring them. 
The proclamation, you may remember, exhorts us 
to implore divine protection and aid, that we 
may not hazard our rights and privileges by art- 
ful intrigues and deliſive purſuits, 

Let us then conſider the high and happy priv- 
ileges we enjoy, and endeavor rightly to eſtimate 
and wiſely to improve them. By attending to 
the common intereſts of our country and exerciſ- 
ing our Tights in a ſuitable manner, we may hope 
for the continuance of public beſſings. By taking 
ſuitable methods -to acquire and Aiffaſe uſeful 
knowledge and political information we fhall riſe 
in proſperity and national importance. By at- 
tending 
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tending to the education of youth and inſtilling 
into their minds the firſt principles of civil govern- 
ment and of our holy religion, we may confident. 
ly hope that our liberties, guarded by Providence, 
will deſcend as a fair inheritance to the lateſt poſ- 
terity. And we ought to be careful that ſuch 
legacies, kept in reverſion, be not diminiſhed b 
miſmanagement, The appointment of this day, 
of general thankſgiving will be preſerved in the 
annals of our country as a /tanding memorial of the 
rights and privileges, laws and religion now in 
our poſſeſſion: Such a day has been juſtly called 
<« a pillar of remembrance, to revive and preſerve 
a ſenſe of our obligations to heaven.“ 

In this period of national peace and proſperity 
the inhabitants of this land are under manifold 
obligations to aid the progreſs and extend the 
triumphs of the goſpel, and to cultivate © habits 
of order, morality and piety.” In the breaſts of 
Americans religion and virtue ſhould be deeply 
planted, and ſhoot forth in large and extenſive 
branches, and bear nouriſhing and permanent 
fruits. Then would this favored land be a * 
and happy aſylum for the unfertunate of other coun- 
tries.” Ihen would all ranks of citizens exert 
themſelves to increaſe the influence of every vir- 
tue. Then would America become the joy and 
glory of the earth. And this happy era appears 
now to be in embryo. As a people may we 
cultivate theſe virtues, arrive to this national dig- 
nity, and experience and tranſmit to future ages 
theſe diſtinguiſhing bleſſings. And God Almighty 
forbid, that any /pirit of diſunion or diſorganixing 
power or necefſarian influence ſhould interrupt theſe 
wiſhes and prayers in their progreſs to heaven and 
preyent their efficacy at the throne of 2 

Ant 
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And we implore the Great Ruler of nations to im- 
part the bleſſings of civil liberty and religious free- 
dom to the whole family of mankind. May every 
nation groaning under the weight of arbit 

er be raiſed to the | pes of a mild. and 
peaceful government, y the dark Abodes of 
ignorance and ſuperſtition be enlightened with the 
beams of uſeful ſcience and revealed truth. And 
may the whole brotherhood of man ſoon unite in 
the pure and exalted worſhip of the only liv- 
ing and true God, that his will may be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, Amen. ra 


